 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1                     NANTONG : INVESTMENT & BUSINESS PARADISE

NANTONG CITY is located at the estuary of the Yangtze River in the east of Jiangsu province. Bordering on the river and facing the Pacific Ocean, the city appears like a peninsula and stands opposite Shanghai across the river, enjoying a golden coast and waterway as well as such well-known titles as Earl of the River and Sea and the First Window on the Yangtze River. 

Nantong also boasts a long history with its Haian Qingdun Area inhabited with primitive clans more than 5000 years ago.  As one of China's first 14 coastal cities which opened to the outside world, Nantong now administers 4 county-level cities (Rugao, Tongzhou, Haimen, and Qidong), 2 counties (Haian and Rudong), 2 districts (Chongchuan and Gangzha), as well as the state -level Nantong Economic and Technological Development Zone. The city covers a total land area of 8,001 km2 and bordering sea area of about 10,000 km2 with its population close to 7.8 million. The urban area occupies 381 km2 with a population of 759,800.


Located in the warm and wet monsoon subtropics, Nantong enjoys sufficient sun shine, profuse rainfall, and warm climate with distinct seasons. Flat in terrain and covered with a dense water system, the city has more than 400 km of riverbank and coastline and extensive shallows. As one of China's national industrial cradles in modern times, Nantong has a relatively strong comprehensive economic strength and ranks among the top 50 cities. In 2003, the city's GDP reached RMB100.665 billion with GDP per capita breaking USD1500, ranking 32nd among China's top 200 cities in general urban competitiveness. With a good agricultural foundation, Nantong is known as an important agricultural and sideline products production base in China. The cultivated area of the city totals 7 million mu and, with the superb soil quality and highly industrialized management, it is a well-known production base for grain, cotton, edible oil, jute, live hog, goat, poultry, vegetables, and flowers, etc. Nantong enjoys rich maritime resources, with the annual output of seawater and freshwater products standing at more than 600 thousand tons, of which the export of hard clams accounting for over two thirds of the country's total clam output. In 2003, the city's gross output value in agriculture, forestry, husbandry, and fishery reached RMB 23.15 billion, exhibiting a 4.1% y-o-y growth. 

Nantong is also one of the cradles of China's modern national industry. After more than one hundred years' development, the city has formed a modern industrial system consisting of light textile as its main body and other supporting industries such as machinery, electronics, chemicals, medicine, construction materials, metallurgy, ship building, and electric power. It is an important export base for products such as textile, garments, vessel construction and repairs, fine chemicals, and electronic information. With a strong foundation for textile industry, it is also known as one of the 12 textile export bases and 10 garment production bases. The city's basic electronic products hold considerable advantages, and it has the largest electronic component production base nationwide with the integrated circuit encapsulation technology of the Sino-Japan joint venture Nantong Fujitru Fujitsu Company taking the lead among its domestic counterparts. The chemical industry has completed a series of the largest Sino-foreign fine chemical projects in the country, while the machinery and ship building industry has formed an internationally advanced shipbuilding and repair base and container production base represented by Zhongyuan Kawasaki. The city's industrial added-value for the year totaled RMB 45.237 billion, up 17.7% y-o-y. 

Nantong is known as the Home of Architecture and its main economic and technological indicators rank first in the province for many consecutive years. Currently Nantong has 556 construction enterprises, among which 18 are first grade state enterprise with 520 thousand employees. The completed projects have won 32 Luban Reward, the highest quality engineering reward in China, which make s Nantong rank first among regional cities nationwide. In 2003, the construction enterprises within the city were expected to create a value worth RMB45 billion and complete a construction area of 76 million sqm, a 15.7% and49.1% y-o-y increase respectively.


Nantong has witnessed a rapid growth in its service industry. The city has more than 700 commodity trade markets, of which 65 enjoy transaction volume worth more than RMB100 million, and 8 surpass 1 billion. The Dieshi Bridge Embroidery Market, Huadong South China Light Textile Market, and Yongxing Construction Material Mall etc. are able to permeate and radiate the whole country, with Nantong Wenfeng Great World ranking 10th among the 50 top chain stores nationwide. Nantong is also a transshipping and distribution center for important materials and imported products such as chemicals, finished edible oil, liquefied gas, bulk cargo, grains, feed, and cotton, etc. A regional trade logistics center has begun to take shape. 

Open to 199 ports in 70 countries and regions, Nantong Port has opened three international container lines to Hongkong, Japan, and South Korea. The Nantong section of Xin Chang Railway has gone into operation while the opening of Ningqi Railway is imminent and Tonghu Railway has been planned. The Nantong Airport as a 2nd grade state airport provides flights to Beijing, Guangzhou, and Amoy Xiamen , etc. 

**The construction of Sutong Bridge spanning the Yangtze River officially began in Oct., 2002, with the completion of the world’s  largest stayed cable bridge- Sutong Bridge this year, Nantong will fully integrate within the one hour metropolis circle of Shanghai. 

**The Nantong government is dedicated to formulating a policy "lowland" in an effort to turn Nantong into an investment and business paradise with the most liberal policy and lowest business cost within a relatively large area. Nantong is currently engaged in creating the Most Suitable Environment for Business Handling in Jiangsu, providing investors with quicker, more efficient, and higher quality services. 

Power Supply : Nantong boasts sufficient energy supply as it has constructed two large power plants: Huaneng Power Plant and Tiansheng Power Plant with a total installed capacity of 2.1 million kw kW . At the same time, a number of major energy projects are being implemented actively, including the 3rd phase construction of Nantong Huaneng Power Plant, Qidong Datang Power Plant, and technological innovation of Tiansheng Port Power Plant, etc. Therefore, Nantong is expected to become the largest electric power supply base in Jiangsu province. 

Water Supply: With abundant fresh water resources, Nantong has built 4 water plants in the urban area with the annual water supply exceeding 100 million tons. 

Posts and Telecommunications: Nantong is the first city to realize program control of telecommunication switching, optic fiber transmission, and digitalization in Jiangsu province, playing a leading role in telecommunication industry.

Gas Supply: The state natural gas utilization project called West-East Natural Gas Transportation Project will soon be completed and begin to provide gas, while the large -scale imported liquefied natural gas project is under planning. The annual gas supply can reach 2 billion cubic meters. 

Drainage: With a large drainage project, which discharges drainage under specified standard into the sea, under planning, the future drainage capacity is expected to reach 600 thousand tons/day.

